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Abstract

Hemicyclia porteri Gamble, the basionym of Drypetes porteri (Gamble) Pax & K. Hoffm.
was lectotypified three times by different authors differently. This paper
unambiguously elucidates the precise designation of lectotype for the name, and also
emphasizes the need of exerting utmost care while designating a lectotype.
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Introduction

Chakrabarty et al. (1), in their revision of the genus
Drypetes Vahl for the Indian subcontinent, first
designated a lectotype for the name Hemicyclia
porteri Gamble, the basionym of Drypetes porteri
(Gamble) Pax & K. Hoffm. Subsequently,
Chakrabarty & Balakrishnan (2) and Arumugam et
al. (3) lectotypified the name again, thus
necessitating the clarification of the
lectotypification of the name.

Material and Methods

The present investigation was undertaken to choose
the right specimen to typify the name Hemicyclia
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porteri based on careful study of literature and
observation of relevant herbarium specimens
housed in the Kew herbarium (K).

Discussion

According to Art. 7.11 of the ICN (4) the citation of
‘type’ by Chakrabarty et al. (1) should be accepted
as an inadvertent lectotypification [also see Prado
et al., (5)]. Chakrabarty et al. (1) cited two sheets
at K as ‘type’ for the name H. porteri, which in
fact, constituted the first-step lectotypification.
However, Chakrabarty & Balakrishnan (2)
assuming that the name was not lectotypified by
Chakrabarty et al. (1), again typified the name by
designating one of the sheets at K as the
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lectotype. Therefore, the lectotypification by

Chakrabarty & Balakrishnan (2) is to be
corrected to second-step lectotypification
following Art. 9.10 of ICN (4). Recently,

Arumugam et al. (3), also lectotypified H. porteri,
without knowing the significance of citation of
specimens as ‘type’ by Chakrabarty et al. (1).
Thus, the lectotypification by Arumugam et al.
(3) stands superfluous.

The above remarkable situation calls for
exerting utmost care with regard to search of
literature, in depth knowledge on the Articles of
the ICN (4) dealing with nomenclature and
typification as well as of the particular group of
plants while designating a lectotype.

Typification

Drypetes porteri (Gamble) Pax & K. Hoffm. in
Engl., Pflanzenr. IV, 147.xv (Heft 81): 268. 1922;
N.Balach. et al. in J. Threatened Taxa 7(14): 8178.
2015 - refer for rediscovery.

— Basionym: Hemicyclia porteri Gamble in

Hooker's Icon. P1. 28: t. 2701. 1901.

— Type [First-step lectotype, designated by
Chakrabarty et al (2)]: INDIA. Tamil
Nadu, Madura (now in Theni district),
Warsanad (Varusanad) valley, 2000 ft,
Apr. 1897, H.]. Porter s.n. (K000246663,
K000246664, images!). Second-step
lectotype [designated by Chakrabarty &
Balakrishnan (3)]: ibid., H.]. Porter s.n.

(K000246663, image!).

Conflict of interest

The authors declared that they have no conflict
of interest.

ISSN: 2348-1900

113

Author’s Contribution

All the authors contributed equally to the work
presented in this paper.

Acknowledgements

We thank Er. A. K. Pathak, Director-in-Charge,
Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and Dr. V. P. Prasad,
Scientist ‘E’ & Head of the Office, Central National
Herbarium, BSI, Howrah, for the facilities. We are
also thankful to the anonymous reviewers for
valuable suggestions and refining the manuscript.

References

1. Chakrabarty T, Gangopadhyay M, Balakrishnan NP.
The genus Drypetes (Euphorbiaceae) in the Indian
subcontinent. Journal of Economic and Taxonomic
Botany 1997; 21(2): 251-280.

2. Chakrabarty T, Balakrishnan NP. Lectotypification of
thirty six names in Indo-Burmese Euphorbiaceae
sensu lato. Journal of Economic and Taxonomic
Botany 2016; 40(1 & 2): 38-42.

3. Arumugam S, Ravichandran V, Manikandan R,
Murugan C. Rediscovery and lectotypification of
Drypetes porteri (Putranjivaceae: Phyllanthoideae:
Drypeteae), a narrow endemic and endangered species
of the Western Ghats, India. Nelumbo 2018; 60(1): 10-12.
https://doi.org/10.20324/nelumbo/v60/2018/122552

4. Turland NJ, Wiersema JH, Barrie FR, Greuter W,
Hawksworth DL, Herendeen PS, Knapp S, Kusher
WH, Li DZ, Marhold K, May TW, McNeill ], Monro AM,
Prado ], Price M], Smith GF (eds.) 2018. International
Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants
(Shenzhen Code), adopted by the Nineteenth
International Botanical Congress, Shenzhen, China,
July 2017. Koeltz Botanical Books, Glashiitten. https://
doi.org/10.12705/Code.2018

5. Prado ], Hirai RY, Moran RC. (046-048) Proposals
concerning inadvertent lectotypifications (and
neotypifications). Taxon 2015; 64(3): 651.

»

% Horizon e-Publishing Group


https://doi.org/10.12705/Code.2018
https://doi.org/10.12705/Code.2018
https://doi.org/10.20324/nelumbo/v60/2018/122552
https://doi.org/10.20324/nelumbo/v60/2018/122552
https://doi.org/10.20324/nelumbo/v60/2018/122552

