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Abstract

Capsule rot disease, caused by Phytophthora spp., pose a significant
challenge to the cultivation of cardamom and other spices and plantation
crops, leading to considerable yield losses. In the present study, the impact of
P. meadii on small cardamom was assessed in the primary cardamom-
growing regions of Tamil Nadu and Kerala through a roving survey conducted
during 2023-2024. The survey revealed varying levels of disease severity,
ranging from 8.23% to 52.80%. The highest incidence was recorded in the
Udumbanchola region (52.80%), while the lowest was observed in Thandikudi
(8.32%). A total of eight isolates of Phytophthora (designated as PHY-1 to PHY-
8) were collected from diseased samples and purified using the single hyphal
tip method. Pathogenicity studies were conducted to evaluate the virulence
of these isolates through two different methods: a detached capsule assay
and an in-planta assay. Among the 8 pathogenic isolates, PHY-4 exhibited the
highest level of virulence (75%) and presented typical symptoms of capsule
rot disease. The isolates were analyzed for cultural and morphological
variability. All eight isolates displayed distinct variations in growth patterns
and sporangial morphology. Optimal growth and development of P. meadii
were observed at temperatures ranging from 25-30°C. Scanning electron
microscopy (SEM) analysis revealed specific morphological characteristics of
the isolates, including hyaline, coenocytic mycelium and distinct sporangial
structures.

Keywords

capsule rot disease; cardamom; in-planta assay; Phytophthora meadii; SEM;
variability studies

Introduction

Cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum (L.) Maton), commonly known as small
cardamom, green cardamom, or true cardamom, is cultivated in several
countries, including India, Guatemala, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Nepal, Tanzania
and Mexico (1). Often referred to as the “Queen of Spices,” it is renowned for
its numerous health and culinary benefits. Belonging to the family
Zingiberaceae, cardamom is a balanced tetraploid with chromosomal
numbers of 2n =48 and 2n = 52.
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India's humid climate, loamy soil enriched with
organic matter, substantial rainfall and unique cultivation
and processing techniques contributes to the superior
quality of Indian cardamom. These factors impart
distinctive characteristics such as its unique aroma, size,
flavour and vibrant colour. Globally, India is the largest
producer of small cardamom, with an annual production of
41000 tonnes, followed by Indonesia and Guatemala.
However, in terms of export, Guatemala ranks first, with
India following. Within India, Kerala leads national
production with 1554 tonnes, followed by Sikkim,
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Karnataka, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu and Uttarakhand (2). The primary cardamom-
growing regions in India are Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu, covering 40345, 25135 and 4930 ha, respectively. The
total production from these regions is approximately 24464
tonnes (3). Cardamom has various applications ranging
from common dietary usage to significant pharmacological
benefits. It is widely used in various sweets and
confectionery (4).

Small cardamom is highly susceptible to various
diseases caused by fungi, bacteria and viruses. Currently,
over twenty-six diseases have been identified, which are
categorized as either major or minor based on their severity
and impact on yield loss (5). Major diseases include capsule
rot (azhukal) caused by Phytophthora spp., rhizome/clump
rot caused by Pythium and Rhizoctonia spp., as well as
various forms of leaf blights, blotches and spots. Minor
diseases include anthracnose, sooty mold and browning (5).
Cardamom is also affected by several viral diseases,
including katte (mosaic) disease caused by cardamom
mosaic virus, Nilgiri necrosis virus, vein clearing virus (Kokke
kandu) and banana bract mosaic virus (1). Among the major
diseases, capsule rot caused by Phytophthora spp. poses a
significant threat to cardamom cultivation.

Capsule rot, caused by Phytophthora spp., is
considered one of the most fatal disease in cardamom
fields, leading to severe yield losses and a reduction in crop
quality (6). The disease manifest as water-soaked lesions on
immature leaves and capsules, which progress to necrotic
areas, resulting in rotting and shedding of leaves. Infected
capsules turn dull brown, emit a foul odor and eventually
fall off. In advanced stages, the infection spreads to the
entire plant, which results in the complete destruction of
the plant (7).

The taxonomy of Phytophthora has undergone
significant evolutions over a period of time. The first species
to be identified and renamed was Phytophthora infestans
(8). To date, 12 clades have been recognized based on
nuclear and mitochondrial characteristics. This framework
provides a systematic approach to classifying and
understanding the diversity within the genus. However,
many natural ecosystems remain unexplored and new
species are yet to be described (9).

The genus Phytophthora tends to infect a wide range
of spice and plantation crops, posing significant challenges
to agriculture, forestry and horticulture (10). For example,
foot rot disease caused by Phytophthora spp. can devastate
up to 95% of black pepper vines, leading to considerable
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yield losses (11). In cinnamon plantations, root rot can
result in losses of up to 40% (12). Globally, black pod disease
caused by Phytophthora spp. is responsible for an estimated
44% reduction in cocoa production (13). In arecanut
plantations, fruit rot can cause up to 90% yield losses, while
bud rot impacts around 15% of crops (14). Similarly, capsule
rot disease of small cardamom, caused by P. meadii,
becomes more severe under heavy rainfall, resulting in crop
losses of up to 40% (15). The first reported case of capsule
rot disease was from the Idukki district of Kerala (16), a
region where cardamom is regarded as a promising crop.

Capsule rot disease is closely associated with the
southwest monsoon, during which most parts of Kerala
experience continuous heavy rainfall. Environmental factors
such as high soil moisture, low temperatures, high relative
humidity and prolonged rainfall create favourable
conditions for P. meadii infection (17). The disease has been
recorded to cause productivity losses of up to 30% (18).

This study aims to provide a deeper understanding of
the unique nature and biology of P. meadii in cardamom
fields, enabling better identification and development of
mitigation strategies. These efforts are crucial for margining
capsule rot disease, which poses a significant threat to the
sustainable cultivation of small cardamom.

Materials and Methods

Survey and assessment of capsule rot disease in small
cardamom

A roving survey was conducted between 2023 and 2024 in
the major cardamom-growing regions of Kerala and Tamil
Nadu to assess the impact of capsule rot disease in
cardamom. The survey covered eight villages across these
regions. In each village, four fields were selected and within
each field, four plots with an average size of ten square
meters were randomly marked for observation. The number
of infected plants showing typical symptoms was recorded
in each plot.

Disease severity was computed using the percent
disease index (PDI), where infected capsules were scored
based on visual observations using a scale of 0-5 as follow: 0
= Free from infection, 1 = 1-10% of tillers bearing infected
capsules, 2 = 11-20% of tillers bearing infected capsules, 3 =
26-50% of tillers bearing infected capsules, 4 = 51-75% of
tillers bearing infected capsules, 5 = >75% of tillers bearing
infected capsules due to capsule rot infection. Samples
were collected from plants with infected capsules and
stored in sealed bags for further studies.

Isolation and purification of the pathogen

Cardamom capsules exhibiting early symptoms of rotting
were collected and thoroughly rinsed with sterile water.
Infected tissues, along with small portions of adjacent
healthy tissues, were cut into pieces for analysis. These
pieces were rinsed three times with sterilized distilled water
to eliminate external contaminants. Once dried, the
moisture-free samples were aseptically transferred to Petri
dishes containing corn meal agar (CMA) and V8 agar
medium. The medium was supplemented with
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propiconazole 25% EC (2 mL), vancomycin chloride (200
mg), rifampicin (10 mg) and PCNB (100 mg) to inhibit
bacterial contamination and enhance fungal growth. The
plates were incubated at a controlled temperature of 25 + 2°
C and a relative humidity of 85 + 5% to promote mycelial
growth and sporulation (19).

Pathogenicity study
Formation and release of zoospores

To induce zoospore release, mycelia containing sporangia
were washed three times with sterile deionized water. The
samples were then chilled at approximately 5°C for 15-20
min before being returned to a temperature of 24°C.
Zoospores were typically released within an hour following
the chilling process. The zoospore suspension was
subsequently collected from the culture plates and applied
to raised cardamom seedlings grown in pot culture to
initiate infection.

Mass multiplication of the inoculum

Mass multiplication of P. meadii was conducted by
transferring 6 mm fungal discs into 100 mL of sterilized V8
juice broth contained in 250 mL flasks. The flasks were
incubated at 30°C under alternating 12 hr cycles of light
(2000 Lux) and darkness for 2 weeks. These conditions were
optimized to promote fungal growth and sporangial
production (20).

Preparation of sporangial suspension

The sporangial suspension was prepared by gently scraping
the surface of a 10-day-old culture grown on cornmeal agar
using a sterilized blade. The scrapings were transferred into
Petri dishes containing an adequate amount of 0.01 M KNOs
to keep the culture moist without submerging it. The plates
were incubated at 25 + 1°C for 72 hr. Once the sporangia had
developed, they were collected by flooding the culture
plates with 10 mL of sterilized distilled water, followed by
two washes. The resulting sporangial suspension was
filtered through cheesecloth and its concentration was
adjusted to 9 x 10* sporangia per milliliter using a
haemocytometer for measurement (21).

Proving of pathogenicity

Pathogenicity studies were successfully conducted using
both detached and in-planta assays. In these experiments, a
sporangial suspension was applied to the Njallani Green
Gold variety, demonstrating effective infection in both assay
methods.

Detached assay

For proving pathogenicity through the detached assay,
sporangial suspensions were prepared in a known volume
of sterile distilled water. The suspension (10° sporangia/mL)
was used for inoculation. Healthy, infection-free green
capsules were selected, washed with sterile water and blot-
dried for a few minutes. The capsules were then inoculated
with 1 mL of zoospore suspension and transferred to humid
chambers to facilitate symptom expression (22).

In-planta assay

The pathogenicity of all P. meadii isolates was tested on 2-3
month-old cardamom seedling, using the Njallani Green
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Gold variety, which is susceptible to Phytophthora infection.
Successful inoculation was achieved through the soil
drenching method (23). The seedlings were inoculated by
pouring 100 mL of inoculum around their bases and were
frequently watered to facilitate infection. Disease
progression and the virulence of the pathogenic isolates
were monitored. The observed symptoms were compared
to the original symptom, followed by re-isolation of the
pathogen from the artificially infected plants. The re-
isolated culture was compared to the original culture,
thereby confirming Koch’s postulates. The isolates that
caused the highest disease intensity were identified as the
most virulent.

Variability studies
Studying the cultural and morphological variability

Since Phytophthora survives in infected soils as hyphae and
sporangia for a certain period (5), the study of cultural and
morphological variability would help researchers accurately
identify the pathogen responsible for capsule rot disease. By
examining these aspects, researchers can gain a better
understanding of how P. meadii adapts, survives and
impacts cardamom plantations.

To study cultural variability, mycelial plugs (6 mm)
from the advancing edges of 5-day-old cultures were placed
at the centre of carrot agar (CA) plates. These plates were
incubated at 28 + 2°C and colony characteristics were
studied after seven days (24). For morphological variability,
5 mm mycelial plugs were removed from the periphery of 72
hr old cultures, immersed in plates containing sterile water
and exposed to white light for 24-48 hr. The plates were
then examined for sporangial production and the
morphological characteristics were documented (22). All
isolates were phenotypically identified based on colony and
sporangial features by comparing them with the lineage
standard isolate (25).

Effect of temperature on the growth and development of
P. meadii

The temperature studies will provide a detailed insight into
the pathogen’s behavior and adaptability under varying
growth conditions. Understanding these dynamics will help
in predicting the growth, survival and infection rates of P.
meadii, aiding in the development of successful mitigation
strategies. To study the effect of temperature, 3 mm
diameter mycelial discs were cut from the actively growing
region of a 72-hr old culture and inoculated into the Petri
dishes containing 15 mL of medium. The inoculated plates
were then incubated in BOD incubators at varying
temperatures (5°, 10°, 15°, 20°, 24°, 28°, 32°, 36° and 40°C).
The radial growth of the fungus was recorded at 24 hr
intervals over a period of four days (26).

Scanning electron microscopic (SEM) analysis

Fourteen days old cultures of P. meadii were mounted onto
an aluminium stub for the scanning electron microscope
using double-sided adhesive tape and sputter-coated with
gold particles. The gold particles were ionized using an ion
coater prior to SEM imaging. Photographs were taken using
the TESCAN VEGA3 SBH model at the laboratory of
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Archbishop Casimir Instrumentation Center (ACIC), St.
Joseph’s College, Trichy. The morphological features of the
mycelium and sporangia were investigated and examined
7).

Results

Survey and assessment of capsule rot disease in small
cardamom

A roving survey was conducted during 2023-2024 to assess
the severity of capsule rot disease in various regions of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The survey was carried out in the
following places: Mavady, Chemmanar, Vattapara,
Udumbanchozha, Poopara, Bodimettu, Perumbarai and
Thandikudi. The PDI was calculated for each location. The
survey highlighted the occurrence of the disease at varying
levels of severity, ranging from 8.32%-52.80%. The highest
disease severity was observed in Udumbanchozha (52.80%),
followed by Vattapara (41.46%), while the least severity was

Table 1. Survey and assessment of the impact of capsule rot disease in cardamom
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observed in the Thandikudi region (8.32%). A total of eight
places were surveyed and the results are summarized in
Table 1. An overview of the field affected by capsule rot
disease showing typical symptoms (Fig. 1).

Isolation and purification of the pathogen

Capsules showing typical capsule rot symptoms was
obtained from infected fields in Kerala and Tamil Nadu and
used for successful pathogen isolation. A total of eight
pathogenic Phytophthora isolates were obtained using CMA
and V8 supplemented with suitable antibiotics. These
isolates were designated as PHY-1, PHY-2, PHY-3, PHY-4,
PHY-5, PHY-6, PHY-7 and PHY-8 for further studies.

Pathogenicity studies

Pathogenicity studies of all isolates were carried out using
both detached assay and in-planta methods to prove Koch’s
postulates and assess the virulence of the pathogenic
isolates. To demonstrate pathogenicity, the cardamom
variety Njallani Green Gold was employed. Both assays

S. No. Isolate code  Location District and state name Geo coordinates PDI*

34.24<
1 PHY-1 Mavady Idukki, Kerala 9.92893° 76.8447°

(35.79)

9.90297° 31.34¢

2 PHY-2 Chemmanar Idukki, Kerala 77.17671°

(34.04)

41.46°
3 PHY-3 Vattapara Idukki, Kerala 10.03279° 77.12631°

(40.08)

77.1932° 52.802

4 PHY-4 Udumbanchozha Idukki, Kerala 9.87858°

(46.60)

37.85
5 PHY-5 Poopara Idukki, Kerala 10.03279° 77.12632°

(37.95)

25.83¢
6 PHY-6 Bodimettu Theni, Tamil Nadu 10.02383° 78.22352°

(30.52)

77.98028° 15.37f

7 PHY-7 Perumbarai Dindugul, Tamil Nadu 10.36732°

(23.01)

8.328
8 PHY-8 Thandikudi Dindugul, Tamil Nadu 10.30969° 77.64305°

(16.58)

CD (p=0.05) 3.377

*PDI - Percent disease Index
Values within parentheses are arc sine transformed values.

disease c) Typical capsule rot symptom.

Fig. 1. An overview of cardamom field incited with capsule rot disease. a) An overview of the cardamom field b) Cardamom plants infected with capsule rot
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concluded that PHY-4 exhibited the higher level of virulence
(>75%), showing typical symptoms and was therefore
selected as the most virulent isolate. In the detached assay,
the capsules initially showed water-soaked lesions, which
were followed by complete rotting. In the in-planta assay,
conducted on 2-3 month-old seedlings, disease progression
was observed as water-soaked lesions followed by necrosis,
which later led to rotting and destruction of the plant. Fig. 2
& 3 illustrates the results of the detached and in-planta
assays, respectively.

Fig. 2. Pathogenicity study using detached assay. a) Healthy capsules free
from infection b) Capsules exhibiting rotting symptoms on artificial inocula-
tion.

Fig. 3. Pathogenicity study using in-planta assay. a) Healthy cardamom
seedling b) Artificially inoculated seedling showing death of the plant.

Variability studies
Studies on cultural variability

The eight pathogenic isolates collected from various
locations were subjected to a study of cultural variability. To
assess the cultural differences among the isolates,
characteristics such as growth pattern, growth rate, colony
color and sporulation were recorded. PHY-1 and PHY-8

Table 2. Growth characteristics of P. meadii in relation to its cultural variability

exhibited a floral growth pattern with whitish to dull white,
dense mycelium. PHY-2 displayed a petaloid growth pattern
with dense, pure white mycelium. A plain growth pattern
with irregular concentric rings was observed in PHY-3 and
PHY-6, producing thin, whitish mycelium with sharp
margins. PHY-4 and PHY-5 showed no definite growth
pattern but had abundant, pure white mycelium. PHY-7
exhibited a slightly striated growth pattern with less aerial
mycelium, which was dull white in color. Sporulation
studies revealed that PHY-2, PHY-4, PHY-5 and PHY-7
exhibited faster sporulation, followed by moderate
sporulation in PHY-1 and PHY-8, while less sporulation was
observed in PHY-3 and PHY-6. The cultural variability of P.
meadiiis detailed in Table 2 and depicted in Fig. 4.

Studies on morphological variability

Atotal of eight isolates of P. meadii were studied in detail for
morphological characterization. Variability within species
was noted in the size and shape of the morphological
structures. PHY-1 and PHY-8 produced globose sporangia
with an L/B ratio of 1.28-1.33, while PHY-2 and PHY-4
produced ovoid sporangia with an L/B ratio of 1.23-1.40.
PHY-3 produced ovoid-obpyriform sporangia with an L/B
ratio of 1.86. Furthermore, PHY-5 and PHY-6 produced
obpyriform sporangia with L/B ratios varying from 2.47-
2.64. PHY-7 produced ellipsoidal sporangia with an L/B ratio
of 1.41. All isolates were found to be highly caducous, with
varying pedicel lengths. The morphological variability of P.
meadii is represented in Table 3 and depicted in Fig. 5.

Impact of temperature on the growth and development
of P. meadii

All isolates of P. meadii were studied for their growth and
development at varying temperatures from 10°C-40°C. The
results, based on mycelial growth, revealed that maximum
growth occurred at temperatures between 25-30°C,
followed by moderate growth at temperatures between 15-
20°C. Slow growth was observed at temperatures below 15°
C and above 30°C. All isolates of P. meadii failed to grow at
temperature exceeding 35°C. The effect of varying
temperatures on the growth of P. meadii is shown in Table 4
and graphically represented in Fig. 6.

S. No. Isolates Growth pattern of mycelium Colony colour Growth rate Sporulation

1 PHY-1 Floral White Moderate Moderate

2 PHY-2 Petaloid Pure white Slow Fast

3 PHY-3 Plain with irregular concentric rings Pure white Slow Slow

4 PHY-4 No definite pattern Pure white Fast Fast

5 PHY-5 No definite pattern white Fast Fast

6 PHY-6 Plain with irregular concentric rings Pure white Slow Slow

7 PHY-7 Slightly striated Dull white Moderate Fast

8 PHY-8 Floral Dull white Moderate Moderate

Plant Science Today, ISSN 2348-1900 (online)
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Table 3. Morphological variability of P. meadii

Sporangial
Sporangial breadth
S. No. Isolates Sporangial shape length (um) L/B ratio Nature of caudicity
pm
(nm)
1 PHY-1 Globose 42.74+0.41 33.21%0.12 1.28 Highly caducous
2 PHY-2 Ovoid 37.90+0.85 30.78+0.50 1.23 Highly caducous
3 PHY-3 Ovoid obpyriform 53.52+1.14 28.66+0.49 1.86 Highly caducous
4 PHY-4 Ovoid 56.51+1.13 40.12+0.08 1.40 Highly caducous
5 PHY-5 Obpyriform 49.70+0.98 18.760.40 2.64 Highly caducous
6 PHY-6 Obpyriform 48.92+0.43 19.74+0.29 2.47 Highly caducous
7 PHY-7 Ellipsoid 42.12+0.48 29.72+0.71 1.41 Highly caducous
8 PHY-8 Globose 41.71+0.89 31.29+0.20 1.33 Highly caducous
Table 4. Effect of temperature on the growth and development of P. meadii
Growth rates (mm)/day
S. No.
10°C 15°C 20°C 24°C 28°C 32°C 36°C 40°C
PHY-1 1.72 5.64 6.55 7.53 7.76 177 0.73 0.0
PHY-2 1.75 4.55 6.02 7.12 7.24 1.72 0.51 0.0
PHY-3 2.09 4.86 6.97 7.80 7.95 1.68 0.55 0.0
PHY-4 217 5.69 7.95 8.67 8.88 211 0.76 0.0
PHY-5 1.79 5.60 6.81 7.00 7.08 1.81 0.61 0.0
PHY-6 211 4.97 7.83 8.11 8.26 2.90 0.63 0.0
PHY-7 1.68 4.78 6.71 7.36 7.49 1.86 0.69 0.0
PHY-8 1.56 4.66 6.87 7.39 7.52 1.79 0.71 0.0

Fig. 4. Variations in the growth pattern of P. meadii isolates. a) Floral b) Petaloid c) Plain with irregular concentric rings d) No definite pattern e) No definite
pattern f) Plain with irregular concentric rings g) Slightly striated h) Floral.
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Fig. 5. Morphological variations in the sporangial structures of P. meadii. a) Globose b) Ovoid c) Ovoid-obpyriform d) Ovoid e) Obpyriform f) Obpyriform g)

Ellipsoid h) Globose.

MYCELIAL GROWTH RATES(MM)

PHY-1

10°C m15°C m20°C M 24°C m28°C m32°C

PHY-5 PHY-6 PHY-7 PHY-8

36°C 7 40°C

TEMPERATURE(2C)

Fig. 6. Graphical representation on the mycelial growth (mm) of P. meadii at varying temperatures ranging from 10°C-40°C.

Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) analysis

The investigations conducted using SEM revealed distinct
morphological characteristics of P. meadii, such as
coenocytic mycelium and variations in sporangial
structures, ranging from ovoid to globose sporangia, as
shown in Fig. 7.

Discussion

Phytophthora, a menacing pathogen infecting various crops
worldwide, remains a persistent threat to sustainable

cardamom cultivation. The present research aimed to
investigate the variability of Phytophthora spp.,
responsible for capsule rot disease, in the predominant
cardamom growing areas. Cardamom cultivation is
primarily concentrated in the Idukki district of Kerala, where
the first report of capsule rot disease was recorded (16). The
southwest monsoon plays a significant role in the initiation
and progression of capsule rot disease due to heavy,
continuous rainfall that enhances high zoospore
production. The survey assessed disease severity and crop
loss in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, revealing crop loss ranging
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Fig. 7. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) images depicting the morphological features of P. meadii. a) Varying sporangia with coenocytic hyphae b) Highly

caducous and ovoid sporangia c) Globose sporangia with short pedicel.

from 10% to 50%. Similarly, a yield loss of 50% was
recorded during the heavy rainfall season (6). These findings
align with previous reports of crop losses reaching up to
40% during extended periods of heavy rainfall (15) and a
productivity loss of up to 30% has also been documented
(18).

The oomycete pathogen Phytophthora can be
isolated through various methods. In this study, the tissue
segment method of isolation was employed to isolate
Phytophthora spp. from infected cardamom capsules, a
method similarly used by others for isolating pathogens
from diseased cardamom, cocoa and pepper (28). The
successful isolation of P. meadii was achieved from
scrapings and pinhead-like pustules on rot-affected vanilla
beans (29). Similarly, in nutmeg crops, this method was
utilized for isolation (30). For the current study, CMA and V8
media with the respective antibiotics were used, as similar
media with suitable antibiotics have been successful in
isolating P. cinnamomi from avocado crops (31).

Zoospores are regarded as crucial for the initiation
and spread of infection in Phytophthora spp., playing a
major role in establishing pathogenicity. Several
researchers have successfully used zoospore suspensions to
prove the pathogenicity of Phytophthora spp. on various
hosts (32-34). In this study, both detached and in-planta
assays were used to demonstrate the pathogenicity of
virulent P. meadii isolates. Similar methods have been
employed to test pathogenicity in vanilla plantations (35)
and bell pepper (33).

The soil drenching method with zoospore
suspensions was employed for successful inoculation in
cardamom plantations. This methodology used for
inoculation aligns with the work put forth by others (36). A
similar study on the pathogenicity of Phytophthora spp.
causing leaf and fruit fall in nutmeg plantations successfully
demonstrated the pathogen's ability to infect various plant
parts and re-isolation confirmed Koch’s postulates (22).

Cultural and morphological variability studies were
conducted to assess variability within the species isolated
from distinct locations. Various isolates of P. meadii
collected from different regions of Kerala and Tamil Nadu
were studied for their cultural and morphological variability.
This study aligns with the previous research, which
identified the oomycetous fungus P. meadii through
phylogenetic and haplotype analysis as a causative agent of

fruit rot in areca nut in India (24). The present study found
remarkable differences in cultural characteristics, such as
growth pattern, colony colour, growth rate and sporulation
of P. meadii, followed by morphological variations in
sporangial shape, size, papillation and caudicity. Based on
these variations, the isolates were grouped into six distinct
morphotypes based on colony characteristics (24).

Temperature is recognized as a key determinant
influencing the growth and development of Phytophthora
spp. Optimal temperature conditions can accelerate spore
germination and increase their ability to infect host plants.
Conversely, temperatures outside their preferred range can
inhibit growth and reduce pathogenic potential.
Fluctuations in temperature may also affect the life cycle
stages, such as sporangia formation and zoospore release,
further impacting disease spread and severity. Studies
conducted to assess the role of temperature on the growth
and development of P. meadii revealed significant results,
with maximum growth observed between 25-30°C, which is
considered ideal for most Phytophthora spp. (37, 38). This
was followed by minimal growth at temperatures between
20-35°C. No growth was observed at temperatures beyond
35°C. These results align with the findings, where maximum
growth was observed at 28°C and no growth occurred at
40°C (26). Similarly, P. capsici exhibited evident growth and
sporulation at 28°C (39). Phytophthora isolates from nutmeg
grew well at 25°C but failed to grow at temperatures of 10°C
and 37°C (22). P. meadii isolates from rubber crops grew
rapidly at 25°C, with slower growth at 15-20°C in darker
conditions (40). P. cinnamomi exhibited optimal growth
between 24-26°C, with minimal growth at 10°C in cinnamon
crops (12).

The escalating variability among oomycetes is a
subject of great interest, as it contributes to their evolving
resistance over time (41). Factors such as nutrients,
moisture, humidity, sporulation and temperature influence
the cultural and morphological variability of these species.
Elevated soil moisture promotes sporangia production and
zoospore release, while extreme temperatures induce the
formation of resting spores, leading to dormancy.
Temperature and climate are key factors in the progression
of capsule rot disease, as they tend to aggravate its severity.
The present research provides key findings with practical
implications, such as an assessment of the impact of P.
meadii on small cardamom cultivation in Kerala and Tamil
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Nadu. The survey highlighted significant variability in
disease severity across regions, with Udumbanchola
experiencing the highest incidence. Pathogenicity studies
identified PHY-4 as the most virulent isolate, demonstrating
typical symptoms of capsule rot disease. Since the
pathogen survives as spores and resting structures that
serve as the primary inoculum, it contributes to the
exacerbation of capsule rot disease. Studies on the
variability of P. meadii will aid in understanding the
pathogen’s adaptability and its various strains, enabling the
development of future management strategies and the
precise application of control measures to improve crop
yield sustainably. This study partially highlights research
gaps in assessing the impact of capsule rot disease and
provides an in-depth examination of the characteristics of P.
meadlii.

Conclusion

Cardamom, often referred to as the "emerald jewel of
spices," is highly susceptible to the devastating damage
caused by the Phytophthora genus. This study investigates
the virulent nature of the plant-damaging pathogen P.
meadii in cardamom fields. Cardamom cultivation is
frequently threatened by capsule rot disease, which results
in significant yield losses. The present study aims to explore
variations in disease severity and prevalence, along with a
detailed investigation of P. meadii by examining its cultural
and morphological variability across different geographical
locations. Since capsule rot is favored by persistent
inoculum, continuous rainfall and high soil moisture,
effective sanitary practices could help reduce the initiation
and spread of the disease. A comprehensive understanding
of the nature and biology of Phytophthora species
responsible for capsule rot in small cardamom provides
valuable insights for accurate identification and effective
disease management. Future research should focus on
exploring the genetic variability of P. meadii to better
understand its adaptations and resistance mechanisms
using advanced molecular tools, thereby promoting
environmental resilience.

Acknowledgements

Authors acknowledge the financial assistance rendered by
Syngenta India Private Limited and Department of Plant
Pathology, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Madurai,
Tamil Nadu for providing the necessitated facilities during
the course of research work.

Authors’ contributions

JCW and KK conceived the idea, analysed, drafted, and
formatted the manuscript. JCW, KK, Yl and EAAK
participated in the sequence alignment and edited the
manuscript. MK, RJ, SKG and MML assessed the data
provided. RC, AM, JCW and KK provided the methodology
for writing the manuscript. JCW and KK carried out the
reference management of the manuscript. All authors read
and approved the final manuscript.

Compliance with ethical standards

Conflict of interest: Authors do not have any conflict of
interest to declare.

Ethical issues: None

Declaration of generative Al and Al-assisted

technologies in the writing process

While preparing the manuscript, the authors used
Grammarly to improve the language and readability. After
using this tool, the authors reviewed and edited the content
as needed and took full responsibility for the publication’s
content.

References

1. Vijayan AK. Small cardamom production technology and future
prospects. Int J Agric Sci. 2018;0975-3710. 10.13140/
RG.2.2.28724.50567

2. National Horticulture Board. Indian production of cardamom.
APEDA. 2021-22 (1st Adv. Estimate).

3. Spices Board India. Major spice state-wise area and production
of spices. Kochi: Spices Board India; 2022-2023.

4. Ashokkumar K, Murugan M, Dhanya MK, Warkentin TD. Botany,
traditional uses, phytochemistry and biological activities of
cardamom [Elettaria cardamomum (L.) Maton]-A critical review.
J Ethnopharmacol. 2020;246:112244. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.jep.2019.112244

5. Thomas J, Suseela BR. Fungal and bacterial diseases of
cardamom  (Elettaria cardamomum Maton) and their
management. J Spices Aromat. 1995;4(1):24-31.

6. Murugan M, Dhanya MK, Deepthy KB, Preethy TT, Aswathy TS,
Sathyan T, Manoj VS. Compendium on cardamom.
Pampadumpara: Director of Extension, Kerala Agricultural
University. 2016.

7. Vijayan AK, Thomas J, Thomas J. Use of Trichoderma as a
bioagent and vermicompost as the carrier for the management
of rhizome rot and azhukal diseases of cardamom. In:
Ponmurugan P, Deepa MA, editors. Role of biocontrol agents for
disease management in sustainable agriculture. New Delhi:
Research India Publications; 2009. p. 392-98.

8. De Bary A. Researches into the nature of the potato fungus,
Phytophthora infestans. J Bot Paris. 1876;14:105-26.

9. Hansen EM, Reeser PW, Sutton W. Phytophthora beyond
agriculture. Annu Rev Phytopathol. 2012;50(1):359-78. https://
doi.org/10.1146/annurev-phyto-081211-172946

10. Abad ZG, Burgess Tl, Bourret T, Bensch K, Cacciola SO, Scanu B,
et al. Phytophthora: Taxonomic and phylogenetic revision of the
genus. Stud Mycol. 2023;106(1):259-348. https://
doi.org/10.3114/sim.2023.106.05

11. Jibat M, Alo S. Characterization of Phytophthora capsici foot rot
disease of black pepper in Ethiopia. J Plant Pathol Microbiol.
2021;(3):542. 10.35248/2157-7471.21.12.542

12. Andrade-Hoyos P, Romero-Arenas O, Silva-Rojas HV, Luna-Cruz
A, Espinoza-Pérez J, Mendieta-Moctezuma A, et al. Cinnamom
verum plantations in the lowland tropical forest of Mexico are
affected by Phytophthora cinnamomi, phylogenetically
classified into Phytophthora subclade 7c. Horticulturae. 2023;9
(2):187. https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae9020187

13. Appiah AA, Flood J, Bridge PD, Archer SA. Inter and intraspecific
morphometric variation and characterization of Phytophthora
isolates from cocoa. Plant Pathol. 2003;52(2):168-80. https://
doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-3059.2003.00820.x

14. Balanagouda P, Vinayaka H, Maheswarappa HP,

Plant Science Today, ISSN 2348-1900 (online)


http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28724.50567
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28724.50567
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2019.112244
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2019.112244
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-phyto-081211-172946
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-phyto-081211-172946
https://doi.org/10.3114/sim.2023.106.05
https://doi.org/10.3114/sim.2023.106.05
https://doi.org/10.35248/2157-7471.21.12.542
https://doi.org/10.3390/horticulturae9020187
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-3059.2003.00820.x
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-3059.2003.00820.x

JOELETAL

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Narayanaswamy H. Phytophthora diseases of arecanut in India:
Prior findings, present status and future prospects. Indian
Phytopathol. 2021;74(3):561-72. https://doi.org/10.1007/s42360
-021-00382-8

Anon. Cardamom package of practices. National Research
Center for Spices, Calicut.1989a.

Menon MR, Sajoo BV, Ramakrishnan G, Devi LR, Kau. Control of
Phytophthora disease of cardamom. Agri Res J Kerala. 1973.

Nair KP, Nair KP. Cardamom pathology. The geography of
cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum M.), The "Queen" of spices.
Springer, Cham. 2020;2:125-63. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
030-54474-4_6

Sivakumar G, Josephrajkumar A, Rangeshwaran R. Bioefficacy
of peat formulation of bacterial antagonists on growth
promotion and disease suppression in cardamom (Elettaria
cardamomum Maton). Biol Control. 2012;255-59. 10.18311/
JBC/2012/3498

Drenth A, Sendall B. Practical guide to detection and
identification of Phytophthora. Tropical Plant Protection.
2001;1:32-33.

Jadesha G, Sharma M, Reddy PN. Laboratory protocol for
induction of sporulation in Phytophthora cajani causing
Phytophthora blight in pigeon pea. Legume Res. 2022;45
(11):1445-51.10.18805/LR-4310

Singh AK. Epidemiology and management of Phytophthora leaf
blight and fruit rot of bell pepper. UHF, NAUNI;2015.

Anandaraj M, Mathew SK, Eapen SJ, Cissin J, Rosana B, Bhai RS.
Morphological and molecular intervention in identifying
Phytophthora spp. causing leaf and nut fall in nutmeg (Myristica
fragrans Houtt.). Eur J Plant Pathol. 2020;156:373-86. https://
doi.org/10.1007/s10658-019-01880-2

Kannaiyan J, Nene YL, Raju TN, Sheila VK. Screening for
resistance to Phytophthora blight of pigeon pea. Plant Dis.
1981;61-62. 10.1094/PD-65-61

Patil B, Hegde V, Sridhara S, Pandian RT, Thube SH, Palliath GK,
et al. Multigene phylogeny and haplotype analysis reveals
predominance of oomycetous fungus, Phytophthora meadii
(McRae) associated with fruit rot disease of arecanut in India.
Saudi J Biol Sci. 2022;29(8):103341. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.5jbs.2022.103341

Erwin DC, Ribeiro OK, Eden M, Hill R. Phytophthora diseases
worldwide. N Z J Crop Hortic Sci. 1997;25(2):202. https://
doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-3059.1998.0179a.x

Calicut MP. Pigmentation and growth-temperature response of
Phytophthora meadii and P. nicotianae var. nicotianae infecting
cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum Maton). J Spices Aromat.
2003;12(2):158-61.

Zhu C, Yang X, Lv R, Li Z, Ding X, Tyler BM, et al. Phytophthora
capsici homologue of the cell cycle regulator SDA1 is required
for sporangial morphology, mycelial growth and plant infection.
Mol  Plant.  2016;17(3):369-87.  https://doi.org/10.1111/
mpp.12285

Sastry MNL, Hegde RK. Phytophthora associated with arecanut
(Areca catechu Linn.) in Uttara Kannada, Karnataka. Current
Science. 1987;56:367-68.

Bhai RS, Thomas J. Phytophthora rot-A new disease of vanilla

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

10

(Vanilla planifolia Andrews) in India. J Spices Aromat. 2000;9
(1):73-75.

Sumbula V, Mathew SK. Management of Phytophthora leaf fall
disease of nutmeg (Myristica fragrans Houtt.). J Trop Agric.
2015;53(2):180-86.

Ayyandurai M, Theradimani M, Harish S, Manonmani K, Madhu
GS, Raja 1V, et al. Bioprospecting of microbial agents and their
metabolites as potential inhibitors of Phytophthora cinnamomi,
the causal agent of avocado root rot. Physiol Mol Plant Pathol.
2024;133:102362. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmpp.2024.102362

Eye LL, Sneh B, Lockwood JL. Inoculation of soybean seedlings
with zoospores of Phytophthora megasperma var. sojae for
pathogenicity and race determination. Phytopathol. 1978;68
(1769):73. https://doi.org/10.1094/Phyto-68-1769

Kumar S, Singh A, Gupta M, Bist CM, Gupta B, Sharma S.
Isolation, Identification and multi-locus sequence typing of
Phytophthora capsici from capsicum fields and its cross-
infectivity in different crop species. Physiol Mol Plant Pathol.
2024;134:102413. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12600-024-01169-z

Hyder S, Gondal AS, Rizvi ZF, Ahmad R, Alam MM, Hannan A, et
al. Characterization of native plant growth promoting
rhizobacteria and their anti-oomycete potential against
Phytophthora capsici affecting chilli pepper (Capsicum annum
L.). Sci Rep. 2020;10(1):13859. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-
020-69410-3

Shahida K, Gopal KS, Mathew SK. Efficacy of native bioagents
against Phytophthora meadii causing Phytophthora rot in vanilla
and its compatibility with fungicides. SAARC J Agri. 2010;8
(11):103-11.

Su Y, Fan R, Hu LS, Wu BD, Hao CY. An effective inoculation

method for Phytophthora capsici on black pepper plants. J Vis
Exp. 2022;187:€63002. https://doi.org/10.3791/63002

Bowers JH, Martin FN, Tooley PW, Luz ED. Genetic and
morphological diversity of temperate and tropical isolates of
Phytophthora capsici. Phytopathol. 2007;97(4):492-503. https://
doi.org/10.1094/PHYT0-97-4-0492

Brasier C, Scanu B, Cooke D, Jung T. Phytophthora: An ancient,

historic,  biologically and structurally cohesive and
evolutionarily successful generic concept in need of
preservation. IMA Fungus. 2022;13(1):12. https://

doi.org/10.1186/s43008-022-00097-z

Banna MZ, Wiyono S. Comparison of growth, viability,
sporulation and virulence of Phytophthora capsici isolated from
black pepper (Piper nigrum L.) on various media. In: |OP
Conference Series: Environ Earth Sci. IOP Publishing. 2024;1297
(1):012027. https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/1297/1/012027

Jayasuriya KE, Wijesundera RL, Jayasinghe CK, Thennakoon BI.
A comparative study of Phytophthora meadii isolates from
rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) plantations in  Sri  Lanka.
Mycopathologia.  1999;147:125-32.  https://doi.org/10.1023/
A:1007175802154

Spring O, Gomez-Zeledon J, Hadziabdic D, Trigiano RN, Thines
M, Lebeda A. Biological characteristics and assessment of
virulence diversity in pathosystems of economically important
biotrophic oomycetes. Crit Rev Plant Sci. 2018;37(6):439-95.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07352689.2018.1530848

https://plantsciencetoday.online


https://plantsciencetoday.online
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42360-021-00382-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42360-021-00382-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-54474-4_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-54474-4_6
https://doi.org/10.18311/JBC%2F2012%2F3498
https://doi.org/10.18311/JBC%2F2012%2F3498
http://dx.doi.org/10.18805/LR-4310
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10658-019-01880-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10658-019-01880-2
https://doi.org/10.1094/PD-65-61
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2022.103341
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2022.103341
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-3059.1998.0179a.x
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-3059.1998.0179a.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/mpp.12285
https://doi.org/10.1111/mpp.12285
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmpp.2024.102362
https://doi.org/10.1094/Phyto-68-1769
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12600-024-01169-z
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-69410-3
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-69410-3
https://dx.doi.org/10.3791/63002
https://doi.org/10.1094/PHYTO-97-4-0492
https://doi.org/10.1094/PHYTO-97-4-0492
https://doi.org/10.1186/s43008-022-00097-z
https://doi.org/10.1186/s43008-022-00097-z
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1007175802154
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1007175802154
https://doi.org/10.1080/07352689.2018.1530848

