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ABSTRACT

Seed plays an important role in agricultural  sector  for  both production and consumption purpose.
Availability of vigour seed is one of the major constraints for maximizing crop production. However,
healthy  seed  can  also  lose  its  viability  during  seed  storage  by  changing  different  physio-chemical
properties.  Influence of  environmental  factors and seed  containers during storage leading to  seed
deterioration. In this research, mid storage seed hardening treatment was applied in different aged
seeds of jute species (C. Capsularis  &  C. olitorius)  with two types of storage bags.  Seed hardening
treatment showed the less moisture content with better germination percentage compared to the
untreated species of jute seeds. Seed packing in polythene bags during both short and long term seed
storages had higher viable seeds compared to the cloth packing seeds. The effect of seed hardening
treatment on seed oil content and pattern of oil degradation is distinct in early period of storage. The
faster rate of oil degradation, soluble protein and free amino acids was found in seeds of un-treated
stored seeds in cloth bag. Contrary, very slow rate of oil degradation was observed in harden seed and
stored in polythene bag which indicated better storability of harden seeds.

Introduction
Main  purpose of  seed  storing  is  to  use  seed  for  the
next  cropping  season.  Physiologically  mature  seeds
are considered to have maximum viability but storage
causes  loss  of  viability  leading  to  seed  death  (1).  In
storage, seed deterioration is a common process that
occurs  in  all  seeds  (2).  In  the  seed  deterioration
process  different  physiological  and  biochemical
modification  arises  in  naturally  aged  seeds.  Among
biochemical  modifications,  lipid  peroxidation  is
remarkable  which  is  enhanced  in  stored  seed  that
negatively  affect  the  seed  viability  (3).  Lipid
peroxidation  is  associated  with  the  chemical
modification of lipid reserves in stored seeds resulting
from the production of free fatty acids in oil rich seeds
due to high susceptibility to peroxidation (4, 5). 

Maintaining  seed  moisture  content,  storage
temperature and storage period can lead to preserve
the  long  term  seed  viability  (2).  Mid  storage  seed

hardening  treatment  is  a  process  which  is  used  to
improve  the  seed  viability  during  long  term  seed
storage of  different  seeds (6).  However,  mid storage
seed hardening  technique  is   more effective  for  the
seeds  having  little  and  medium  vigour.  The  reason
behind  this  is  to  permit  the  stored  seeds  to  absorb
moisture up to 30% (wet basis) for certain protective,
curative  or restorative operation followed by drying
and re-storage (7).  In addition,  storage containers of
seeds  also  had significant  involvement  to  keep seed
alive and vigour during long term seed storage (8).

Mid storage seed treatment includes removal of
inhibitors and toxic metabolic byproducts from seed,
seed  germination  advancement,  reduced  moisture
uptake  by  treated  seeds  and  counteraction  of  lipid
peroxidation  reactions  (9,  10).  Although,  seeds  of  a
good  number  of  cereals,  oil  seeds,  vegetables  and
flowers so far tested and responded very well to mid
storage seed hardening (11-13), but physiology of mid
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storage hardening in the maintenance of viability of
jute  seed  is  yet  to  be  determined.  Only  a  few
experiments were conducted to observe the effect of
different storage containers with some chemicals (6,
8).

Jute  is  an  important  traditional  cash  crop  of
Bangladesh  accounting  6%  of  the  foreign  earnings
through  exports  (14,  15).  In  Bangladesh  two  jute
species  (Corchorus  capsularis L.  and  Corchorus
olitorius L.)  are  commonly  cultivated  (16).  Jute
cultivation area was decreased in  last  two decades
due to the importance of food crops however, area
under jute cultivation was increased in last few years
indicating  the  prospects  of  jute  in  Bangladesh (17).
Availability of quality seed with cultivable land is the
main  constraints  for  profitable  jute  production.
Bangladesh  Agricultural  Development  Corporation
(BADC)  provides  only  10-15%  of  the  required  jute
seed  every  year  (18).  The  remaining  seeds  are
managed  locally,  stored  by  the  farmers  but  the
quality  is  questionable due  to  the  seed  storage
condition (19).  

To  fulfil the  demand,  jute  seeds  are  imported
from the neighboring countries  every year and the
qualities of those imported seeds have no guarantee
(15, 20). Moreover, jute seed lost the viability during
long term storage. To avoid the loss of jute seed, an
experiment was conducted through the mid storage
treatments  and  found  significant  improvements  in
both seed physiology and chemical composition.

Materials and Methods
Different  aged  seeds  (fresh  seed,  three  months  old
seed, six months old seed, nine months old seed and
twelve  months  old  seed)  of  jute  varieties  were
collected  form  the  Jute  Agriculture  Experimental
Station, Jagir, Manikganj, Bangladesh and seeds were
stored in  ambient  condition  to  allow deterioration.
Mid storage seed hardening treatments were applied
at  the  starting  of  storing  seed,  six  months  after
storing  and  after  one  year  of  storing  by  6  hrs
hydration.  Hardened seeds were wrapped by using
two  different packaging  goods  viz.  hermetically
closed polythene packet (thickness 8 μ) and cloth bag
which  stored  at  natural  condition.  Each  polythene
packet  and  cloth  bag  contained  100  gm jute  seed.
Polythene  packets  were  closed  by  sealing  machine
and  cotton  thread  was  used  to  tight  cloth  bags
(Supplementary Fig. S1). 

Environmental condition of store

Maximum  and  minimum  temperature  and  relative
humidity of ambient  condition were recorded daily
from  February  2009  to  March  2011  and  averaged
monthly.  The  temperature  and  relative  humidity
experienced  by  one  year  aged  seeds  in  ambient
condition are illustrated in Supplementary Fig. S2.

Design of the experiment 

The  laboratory  experiment  was  done  in  factorial
Complete  Randomized  Design  (CRD)  with  four
replications.

Seed quality assesment

One packet of jute seed of each treatment was picked
up randomly from the store at three different time of
seed  storing  and  seeds  were  hardened  by  6  hrs

hydration. The harden and controlled seeds of each
treatment were subjected to different qualitative tests
such as content of  moisture,  thousand seed weight,
percentage of germination, Index of seedling vigour,
electrical  conductivity  test  and  mean  germination
time.

Moisture contents

Seed  moisture  was  measured  by  oven-dry  method.
The  moisture  content  percentage  of  the  seed
was  done  by  the  following  formula
(http://seednet.ap.nic.in/Stl/htmlpages/seedmoisturetesting.htm):

(m2-m3)

Moisture content (%) =                             x  100

(m2-m1)

Where,

m1  =  weight of crucible + lid

m2  =  weight of crucible + lid + fresh seed 

m3=  weight of crucible + lid + dried seed

Seed weight

Thousand jute  seed was counted manually  from the
pure seed and their weight was recorded by using an
electronic balance. 

Germination test

One  hundred  normal  seeds  of  every  treatment
combination was placed in petridish on soaked filter
paper with distilled water. Four petridishes was used
for each test. The petri dishes were put in germinator
at  30  0C  in  dark  condition  for  5  days.  Every  day
seedlings  were  counted  up  to  the  finalization  of
germination  at  fifth  day.  A  seed was treated  to  be
germinated  if  the  seed  coat  ruptured  and  radicle
having up to 2 mm length.  Germination percentage
was estimated using the following formula (21).

 Number of seeds 

germinated

Germination (%) =                                       x   100

 Number of seeds 

tested

Seedling vigour index

Ten seedling from each petridish were uprooted on
the  fifth  day  of  the  germination  experiment  and
dried at 70 0C for 72 hrs for dry matter analysis. Fresh
weight  and  dry  weight  of  those  samples  were
measured.  Seedling  vigour  index  was  estimated  by
the following formula (22).

Seedling vigour index = Germination (%) x 

Total seedling dry matter

Electrical conductivity test

For  testing  electrical  conductivity,  2  gm seeds  of
individual sample was taken in a conical flask having
50 ml de-ionized water and were incubated at 20  0C
for 20 hrs (21). After 20 hrs, electrical conductivity of
the  decanted  water  containing  seed  leachate  was
estimated  with  a  conductivity  meter  (Model–CM-
30ET).  Four replicates of measurements were made
for individual sample of seed.
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Determination of chemical composition of seed

The  harden  and  control  seeds  of  both  storage
containers were crashed through a mini grinding mill
and this smashed seed samples were used to estimate
the  chemical  composition  of  seed.  Total  soluble
protein, total free amino acid, total soluble sugar and
oil  content  were  determined  at  every  3  months
interval up to 12 months.

Total soluble protein estimation

For  estimating  total  soluble  protein,  seed  extracts
were  processed  through  a  previously  described
method  (23).  A  standard  protocol  was  used  to
estimate  the  total  soluble  proteins  (24).  For  total
soluble  protein  estimation one hundred  mg of  jute
seed powder was used. Optical density was measured
by  a  double  beam  spectrophotometer  (Model:
HITACHI 200-20, Japan) having 660 nm wave length.
And the total soluble protein was measured as mg g-1

fresh weight by using the standard curve.

Total free amino acid estimation

Total  free  amino  acids  of  both  treated  and control
seeds  were  estimated  according  to  the  standard
method (25). In this  method,  hundred mg jute seed
powder was used to estimate total  free amino acid.
The optical density was measured by using a double
beam  spectrophotometer  (Model:  HITACHI  200-20,
Japan) having 570 nm wave length. Total free amino
acid was measured as mg g-1 fresh weight by using
the standard curve.

Total soluble sugar estimation

Anthrone-sulphuric  acid  method  was  used  to
quantified total soluble sugar content from the seeds
(26). One hundred mg of jute seed powder was used
to estimate the total  soluble sugar. Absorbance was
measured by using double beam spectrophotometer
(Model:  HITACHI  200-20,  Japan)  at  630  nm  wave
length.  And  finally the sugar content was estimated
as mg g-1 fresh weight using standard curve.

Oil content estimation

Moisture free seed meal was used to determine the
oil  percentage  through  solvent  extraction  by  using
other petroleum ether (boiling point 60 0C to 80 0C) in
a Soxhlet apparatus for eight hrs (27). Moisture free
seed meal was prepared by pre-dried (60 0C; 24 hrs).
Oil estimation was done by using 2 gms of dried seed
meal.  After eight  hrs of refluxing no oil  was found
from the residue.

Statistical analysis

Statistical analysis of the data was done by analysis of
variance  (ANOVA).  Microsoft  EXCEL  and  MSTAT
software programs were used wherever appropriate.
Correlation and regression analysis was done to find
out  the  functional  relationships  among  the
parameters.

Results 
Physical changes of stored jute seeds

Changes in seed moisture

In present study, initial moisture content of jute seed
varied  from  8.3  to  8.7%  and  8.2  to  8.5%  in  C.
capsularis  and  C. olitorius respectively  (Fig.  1).  Mid
storage  seed  hardening  did  not  affect  the  seed

moisture content in both species of fresh jute seed.
Moisture content of jute seeds were increased after
the  seed  storage  and  moisture  contents  of  stored
seeds in cloth bags were prominent over polythene
bags.  Moisture  content  of  jute  seeds  in  cloth  bags
fluctuated  in  different  months  of  the  year  but  in
polythene  bags  were  almost  steady  after  three
months  of  storing.  Rapid increase in seed moisture
content  in  cloth  bag  under  ambient  condition  was
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Fig.  1. Moisture  content  of  different  aged  jute  seed  with  seed
containers. A: seed hardening during initial stage of seed storing,
B:  seed hardening during six months  after seed storing,  C:  seed
hardening during one year after of seed storing.



attributed due to increase of relative humidity at the
atmosphere (Supplementary Fig. S3).

Changes in seed weight

After  hardening,  seed weight  of  different  aged jute
seeds kept in polythene and cloth bag and data were
analysed. After one year of storage of different aged
jute seed, thousand seed weight ranged from 3.1 gm
to 3.5 gm and 1.7 gm to 2.0 gm in C. capsularis and in
C. olitorius respectively  (Table 1). Seed weight of  C.
capsularis jute was higher than  C. olitorius seed due
to its larger size. Analysis found very little reduction
in  thousand  seed  weight  after  mid  storage  seed
hardening treatments in both containers. In the case
of  C.  olitorius  seed,  no  significant  difference  was
observed after seed hardened in different periods of
seed  storing  in  both  containers.  However,  seed
weight  of  untreated  seed  in  cloth  bag  was  little
increased  in  3  months  and  9  months  storing
compared to the  hardened seed in cloth bag for  C.
capsularis seed (Table 1).  

Changes in seed germination

Germination percentage of fresh and naturally aged
jute seeds after hardening treatments were shown in
Fig.  2. Significant  differences  were  observed  in
germination  percentage  between  jute  species,  seed
age,  containers  and  hardening.  Germination
percentage of fresh C. capsularis jute seeds was 95%
and it reduced to 54% after one year storage while 12
month  naturally  aged  seed  dropped  to  4%  in  the
same  storage  period  (Fig.  2  A). In  C.  olitorius jute
seed, germination percentage of fresh seed was 96%
and it reduced to 41%, whereas 12 month naturally
aged seeds germination was only 1% after one year of
storage  (Fig.  2  A).  Comparing  between two storage
containers, germination percentage reduced from 95
to 78% in poly bag and this viability reached to 29%
in  cloth  bag  of  C.  capsularis seed  (Fig.  2  B).  In  C.
olitorius jute  seed,  polythene  bag  maintained  75%
viability after one year storage (Fig. 2 B). Contrary in
cloth  bag,  germination  percentage  was  almost  zero
after 6 months storage which indicated that jute seed
storing  in  cloth  bag  is  not  safe  for  maintaining
viability  in  storage.  The  highest  germination  was

found  from  harden  seeds  (63%)  after  one  year
storage of fresh C. capsularis jute seed (Fig. 2 C) and
the lowest (1%) was in control of 12 month naturally
aged  seed.  In  C.  olitorius jute  seed,  hardening
treatment  improve the  seed quality  up to  6  month
naturally  aged  seed  (Fig.  2  C). The  results  clearly
showed  that  it  is  not  possible  to  improve  the
germination ability  of healthy seeds but low vigour
seed can be improved by mid storage seed hardening.

Changes in vigour index

Changes  in  vigour  index  correlated  to  the  seedling
dry  weight  where  seedling  vigour  decreased
considerably  after  12  months  of  storage (Table  2).
Among the two species of jute,  C. capsularis showed
higher  vigour  index  than  C.  olitorius seed.
Immediately  after  seed  hardening  of  C.  capsularis
seed,  seedling  vigour index  was 145.4  in polythene
bag and 23.80 in cloth bag after one year storage.  On
the other hand,  seedling vigour index of  harden  C.
olitorius jute seed in polythene bag was 80.82 and in

cloth  bag  it  was  zero.  Hardening  of  12  month
naturally  aged  jute  seed  of  C.  capsularis showed a
certain level of seedling vigour index in both storage
containers. Contrary in C. olitorius jute seed, over 18
month aged seed didn’t show any vigour index.  The
rate  of  decrease  in  vigour  index  was  more
pronounced in  the  seed of  C.  olitorius in  cloth  bag
seed than in  the  seed of C. capsularis in  polythene
bag. 

Changes in leachate conductivity

The  leaching  of  solutes  from  the  imbibed  seed
increased with the increase of storage period as it is
exhibited by the increase of electrical conductivity of
seed electrolytes  (Fig. 3). This is a general indication
of  seed  deterioration  with  passing  of  storage  time.
Seed deterioration was faster in the seeds of cloth bag
at  ambient  condition  as  it  showed  the  highest
electrical  conductivity  than  polythene  bag.  Faster
seed deterioration in cloth bag at ambient condition
was attributed to higher seed moisture content (Fig.
1) as  well  as  increase  of  storage  temperature.  The
reverse  is  true  in  the  case  of  seeds  in  airtight
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Table 1. Changes in 1000 seeds weight (g) of different aged seed of C. capsularis and C. olitorius jute seed after one year storage.

Treatments Seed
container

Seed age (Month)

C. capsularis seed C. olitorius seed

Fresh 3 months 6 months 9 months 12 months Fresh 3 months 6 months 9 months 12 months
Control

Cloth bag
3.2 a* 3.4 a 3.3 a 3.5 a 3.3 a 2.0 a 1.9 a 2.0 a 1.9 a 1.9 a

Hardening 3.2 a 3.2 a 3.2 a 3.2 a 3.0 a 1.9 a 1.9 a 2.0 a 1.9 a 1.7 a
Control

Poly bag
3.3 a 3.2 a 3.2 a 3.3 a 3.3 a 1.9 a 1.9 a 1.9 a 1.9 a 1.9 a

Hardening 3.2 a 3.2 a 3.2 a 3.0 a 3.1 a 1.9 a 1.8 a 1.8 a 1.8 a 1.8 a

*values in columns followed by the same letter are not significantly different, P ≤ 0.05, LSD.

Table 2. Changes in seedling vigour index of different aged seed of C. capsularis and C. olitorius jute seed after one year storage.

Treatments
Seed

container

Seed age (Month)
C. capsularis seed C. olitorius seed

Fresh 3 months 6 months
9

 months
12

months Fresh 3 months 6 months 9 months 12 months

Control
Cloth bag

25.8 c* 13.6 d 4.1 d 2.9 b 1.1 c 1.9 d 1.0 d 1.0 c 1.0 c 1.0 b
Hardening 23.8 c 22.3 c 39.8 b 22.5 a 9.7 a 27.1 c 21.5 b 18.b 12.2 a 5.0 a

Control
Poly bag

126.2 b 63.0 b 14.3 c 4.0 b 2.9 b 62.9 b 11.6 c 1.0 c 1.0 c 1.0 b
Hardening 145.4 a 109.3 a 89.5 a 22.9 a 10.2 a 80.8 a 66.2 a 42.1 a 5.0 b 4.0 a

*values in columns followed by the same letter are not significantly different, P ≤ 0.05, LSD.



polythene bag which effectively resist water  vapour
exchanges.

Biochemical changes of stored seed

Changes in soluble protein

The  total  amount  of  soluble  protein  in  jute  seed
reduced  with  the  increase  of  storage  period
irrespective  of  container  and  seed  hardening.  In
general, decrease rate of soluble protein was higher
in of C. capsularis seed than C. olitorius seed (Fig. 4).
The decrease rate of soluble protein was very lower
in different aged seeds stored in polythene bag than
that  of  cloth bag over the  12 months  storage.  Seed
hardening  treatment  increase  the  amount  of  total

soluble protein of both  the  varieties, however seeds
in  the  polythene  bags  were  prominent  over  cloth
bags.

Changes in free amino acid

The amount of total free amino acids in both treated
and untreated seeds was found to increase with the
increase of storing periods in both the species (Fig. 5).
Increase of free amino acid was more pronounced in
seed of cloth bag stored at ambient condition while it
was minimum in harden seeds kept in poly bag. The
rate of increase in free amino acid peaked up after 6
months storing in most of the storing environments
which  indicated  that  jute  seed  become  very
susceptible  to  protein  degradation  at  this  time.
Increase  of  free  amino  acid  is  the  resultant  of
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Fig. 2. Germination rate of different aged jute seed along with seed
containers.  A:  seed  germination  rate  of  C.  capsularis  and  C.
olitorius in  ambient  condition,  B:  seed  germination  rate  of  C.
capsularis  and  C. olitorius seed stored in different  containers,  C:
seed germination rate of C. capsularis  and C. olitorius seed stored
after seed hardening treatments.

Fig.  3. Effect of seed hardening on the electrical  conductivity  of
different age of seeds from C. capsularis (A) and C. olitorius (B) jute
seeds over the storage period.



decrease  in  protein  content  as  there  is  strong
negative relationship between total soluble protein
and  total  free  amino  acid,  which  indicated  that
amount  of  free  amino  acid  increased  with  the
decrease of soluble protein. 

Changes in soluble sugar

Soluble  sugar contents in two species of jute  seed
decreased  with  the  progress  of  storage  period  in
seeds of all aged. In case of seed hardening, seeds
in the polythene bags had the highest soluble sugar
in both the  species of jute seeds (Fig. 6). Untreated

jute seeds in polythene bags showed the 2nd higher
soluble  sugar  followed  by  the  seeds  of  the
untreated  and  hardened  seeds  in  the  cloth  bags.
This observation was found in the fresh seed, three
months  old  and  six  months  old  seed  of  both  the
species. 

Changes in oil content

Oil  content  amount  of  stored  jute  seed  was
decreased with  the  increase  of  storing  period  for
all  aged  seeds  of  both  jute  species  (Fig.  7).  The
rapid  decline  of  oil  content  was  found  in  seeds
stored  in  cloth  bag  and  the  amount  was
comparatively slower in seeds stored in polythene
bag  followed  by  hardened  seed  in  the  polythene
bags and untreated cloth bags. These results clearly
indicating that aging of seed cause deterioration of
seed health leading to poor seed germination rate
compare to the germination of fresh healthy seeds
of jute.
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Fig. 4. Interaction effect of seed hardening and storage container
on the soluble protein of  C. capsularis  and C. olitorius jute seeds
over the storage period. A: seed hardening at initial stage of seed
storing,  B:  seed hardening  at  six  months  after  seed storing,  C:
seed hardening at one year after of seed storing.

Fig. 5. Interaction effect of seed hardening and storage container
on the total free amino acid of naturally aged seed of C. capsularis
(A)  and  C. olitorius (B over the storage period and different seed
hardening periods.



Discussion
Moisture content of untreated seeds in both containers
was  found  comparatively  higher  than  the  treated
seeds of both jute varieties in fresh and naturally aged
seeds. The moisture contents of untreated seeds in the
polythene bags were increased in first three months
and  remain  stable  in  six,  nine  and  twelve  month’s
storage  (Fig.  1). Similar  to  the  moisture  content,
thousand seed weight of both jute species of all aged
seeds  were  changed  remarkably  (Table  1). Proper
moisture content and seed weight is one of the most
important  indicators  for  the  good  quality  of  seeds.
Seed moisture  content  is  directly  related  to  relative
humidity  of  the  atmosphere  and  seed  weight  also
depends  on  the  moisture  absorption  from  the
environment  (28,  29).  Storage  of  seed  changes
different  physical  and  chemical  properties  of  seed
during  long  term storage,  however  short  term seed
storage  had  no  effect  on  seed  germination  and
seedling growth (30). The higher rate of respiration is
related to the loss of reserve nutrient of seed leading to
reduced the seed weight considerably from cloth bags
at ambient condition (31).

Storage duration and storage container reduced
the  percentage  of  seed  germination  in  both  the
species  of  jute  seed  (Fig.  2).  In  addition,  cloth  bag
showed  the  lower  percentage  of  seed  germination
compared to the polythene bags. This result indicated
that seed viability is highly depended on the storage
container  and  similar  results  were  also  found  in
cotton seed storing (32). It was found that applying
mid storage seed treatment improve the germination
percentage  (Fig.  2).  Mid  storage  seed  hardening  is
highly  effective  in retaining  vigour and viability  in
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Fig. 6. Interaction of seed hardening and storage container on the
total soluble sugar of naturally aged seed of C. capsularis (A) and C.
olitorius (B over the storage period and different seed hardening
periods.

Fig. 7. Interaction of seed hardening and storage container on oil
content  of  of  naturally  aged  seed  of  C.  capsularis  (A)  and  C.
olitorius (B over the storage period and different seed hardening
periods.



storage  as  it  removes  metabolic  toxic  substances
through  activation  of  cellular  detoxifying  enzymes
during the hydration phase of seed hardening (33).
Improvement  in  seed  viability  in  mid  storage
hardening  also  occur  due  to  repair  of  vital  bio-
organelles  by  an endogenous enzymatic  restorative
system  in  the  hydrated  seeds  which  is  primarily
prophylactic in nature rather than curative (34, 35). 

The  pattern  of  leachate  conductivity  differed
widely  between two storage containers,  age  of  jute
seeds due to seed mid storage seed hardening (Fig. 3).
In general,  leachate conductivity was the highest in
control  treatment in  the  seeds of  cloth bag of  both
jute  varieties.  Leachate  conductivity  decreased
considerably in harden seeds of polythene bag which
might be due to improvement in membrane integrity
due  to  mid  storage  seed  hardening.  A  repair  of
damage  of  bio  membranes  would  bring  about  a
permanent change resulting in a significant lowering
of  electrical  conductance  of  seed  leachate
immediately  after  hardening  treatment.  Hardening
treatment showed much lower conductance than the
corresponding  control  after  natural  ageing,
indicating  the  prophylactic  nature  of  mid  storage
treatment  (8).  The  present  study  revealed  that
leaching of electrolytes from seed stored in different
containers  was  negatively  correlated  with  seed
germination. Similar result was found in okra, carrot
and  onion  seeds  where  leakage  of  electrolytes  as
increase  in  electrical  conductivity  decreased
germination of stored seeds (36).

Soluble protein declining rate of jute seed can be
occurred due to fluctuations in protein synthesis rate,
or protein degradation rate or both during storage of
seeds (24). Activity of proteinase may associate with
the rate of declining of soluble protein. The activity of
malate  dehydrogenase,  peroxidase and catalase has
an  important  role  in  protein  degradation  and
maintenance  of  stored  seed.  (37).   Degradation  of
soluble  protein  can  also  be  resulted  from  reactive
oxygen species (ROS) action, that can abolish enzyme
activities  and  the  content  of  late  embryogenesis
abundant  (LEA)-  like  proteins  or  small  heat  shock
proteins  (sHSP)  that  play  a  significant role  in
maintaining long storage life of dry seeds (38). In the
present  study,  seeds  in  cloth  bags  showed  higher
protein degradation (Fig. 4) which might be ascribed
due to the increase of respiratory enzymes at higher
relative  humidity  and  higher  temperature  under
ambient  storage  environment.  Similar  results  were
also reported in cotton seed preservation (39).

The increase of free amino acid accompanied by
the decreasing of seed protein contents in the storage
probably  due to greater degradation of  proteins  by
the  activity  of  proteinases  (24).  The  changes  in
protein  and  amino  acid  in  jute  seed  during  the
storage periods also confirmed the results  found in
two  crops  such  as  maize  and  groundnut  (40,  41).
Amount  of  soluble  protein  and  free  amino  acid  in
seeds  also  indicated  the  level  of  viability  as  strong
positive  correlation  was  observed  between  total
soluble protein and germination and strong negative
correlation  between  total  free  amino  acid  and
germination (Fig. 5).  This indicated that decrease in
viability  and germination of  jute  seed is  associated

with degradation of total soluble protein and increase
of total free amino acid.

Decline in total  soluble sugar was minimal in
harden seeds while it was pronounced in the seeds
in the cloth bag (Fig. 6). Which might be associated
to  higher  temperature  and  relative  humidity
prevailed  in  ambient  environment  causing
reduction of carbohydrates reserve for supporting
elevated respiratory metabolism in storage (42). In
general, total soluble sugar decline with increase of
seeds age due to limited respiratory substrate (42,
44). Another possibility of soluble sugar decline is
the  depletion  of  disaccharides  due  to  unable  to
protect  sugars  on  structural  integrity  of
membranes or a noncrystalline liquid state of high
viscosity  (45-47).   Similar  results  were  also
observed  in  Pinnus sp.,  maize  seeds  and  also  in
different  cereal  seeds  (48-51).  Changes  in  soluble
sugar have great implication in seed viability as it
indicated  through  positive  relationship  between
germination  percentage  and  total  soluble  sugar.
This  might  be  due  to  the  existence  of  reducing
sugars which may lead to deterioration of protein
components  by  Amadori  and  Maillard  reactions.
These are non-enzymatic carbonyl amine reactions
preferentially  take  place  in  dry  systems
contributing seed deterioration in storage (52, 53).
The decrease amount of oil content in jute seed was
related  to  the  lipid  peroxidation  which  has  been
considered as the major causes of seed degradation
in  seeds  having  oil  dominating  characters  (5).
Highly  reactive  free  radicals  intermediates,  lipid
hydroperoxides  and  different  secondary  products
are  produced  from  the  lipid  peroxidation  that
potentially  can  destruct  cell  membrane,  enzymes
and  nucleic  acids  and  finally  reduces  viability  of
seed  (33).  In  the  present  study,  higher  rate  of
decreasing oil content in seeds in the cloth bag was
observed  (Fig.  7)  and  similar  decreasing  trend  of
oil  content  was  found  in  cotton  seed  stored  in
polythene  bag and cloth bag (40).  This  was might
be  ascribed  to  faster  deterioration  of  that
biochemical  under  the  condition  of  broad
temperature  variation and  high  relative  humidity
under ambient under seed storing condition (54).

Conclusion
The  effect  of  seed  hardening  on  different  physical
and  chemical  properties  is  distinct  in  different
periods of storage during the periods of experiment.
Seed hardening treatment maintain the seed health
compared  to  the  untreated  seeds  of  different  ages
however; mid storage seed hardening is very efficient
for low or medium vigour seeds compared to fresh
seeds. Seed package container also had a significant
effect of seed hardening treatment. Seeds preserved
in the polythene bags supposed to less influence by
the  environmental  factors  whereas  cloth  bags
influence much for long term jute seed preservation.
Among the  properties  of  healthy  seeds,  oil  content
has positive impact on seed viability as there exists
positive  relationship  between  oil  content  and
germination of jute seed implying that retention of oil
content  through  mid  storage  seed  hardening  is
crucial for maintaining viability of stored seed.
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